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Newsletter #208: 


What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


It’s already moving quickly toward the one of the busiest times of the numismatic 
calendar. The Fall and Spring auctions are a time of excitement amongst the 
numismatic industry and collectors. In my last newsletter I described some auctions 
that are upcoming. I didn’t mention all of them so this will be a continuation. Morton & 
Eden continues to be the most exciting of all the auctions but truthfully many people 
will get shut out by the strong hammers so keep your options and minds open. There are 
a lot of other good opportunities that won’t cost you an arm and a leg. 


I also promised my friends at Davissons to correct a misstatement on my part. I was 
confusing their auction platform with Chris Rudd’s. Why? I have no idea. Call it a senior 
moment. I mentioned that some Davissons lots can sometimes close earlier than others 
despite being a later number. Davissons does add time on their lots if someone bids at 
the last minute however it won’t begin the next lot until that one is closed. Sorry for 
that confusion! 


New coins and videos added on SSNI 

If you haven’t checked out my website in a while make sure to take a peek. We have 
added a lot of new inventory with videos in many cases. Please do let me know if you like 
a coin and there is no video. We can send you one. 


CNG Auction 124 (19-20 September 2023) 

CNG has 1,151 lots in their upcoming auction. These sales are not the normal electronic 
sales although they do not permit live bidders in their auction. CNG has, for the most 
part, transitioned over to live virtual auctions except their flagship Triton sale in 
January at the New York international Coin Fair. This sale does have an accompanying 
paper catalog. I haven’t gotten mine yet so hopefully I have a few en route. 


Contrary to many houses who allow for phone bidding at no additional fees, CNG is 
attempting to persuade people to bid online via their bidding platform. Buyer’s 
premiums are higher for those that want to phone bid (25%) versus doing it online 
(22.5%). I don’t think this is a bad way to go as it makes things a little more seamless in 
the auction. Though one can ever forget that internet issues to persist. I’ve had the 
situation where I’ve often had to refresh before bidding on any larger items to ensure 
that my computer doesn’t freeze up. Just remember that if it is important to you try to 
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A YEW lOls Tratrler tke: 


Lot 26: What a great type! The rider is having the time of his life with his whole body 
being taken for a ride by a galloping horse. You can almost feel the excitement of the 
rider. The reverse has a nice symbol of Silenus. The coin also has a solid pedigree going 
back to NFA 1987 and it won’t break the bank. 


Lot 42: I wish it had a pedigree but it has such bold images on both obverse and reverse. 
The type is one of the more eye catching of the Greek series. A facing head of the lion 
that literally jumps out at you. The estimate is very reasonable and if it stays so it will be 
a good buy for the ultimate winner. 


Lot 62: This is a very reasonably estimated example. Ed Waddell has one of the best eyes 
in the business for coins so a pedigree with his name is saying something. This type is 
lovely and certainly without any tooling or smoothing that effects many bronzes. 


Lot 97: Extremely reasonable estimate for a tetradrachm. Beautiful toning and sharp 
strike. For those that like encapsulated coins it graded very nicely from NGC getting a 
CH XF* and 5/5 for surface, % for strike. 


Lots 159 and 160: Two of them! These are really not common types so seeing two in the 
same mail bid sale is pretty remarkable. Again, no pedigree which isn’t great but it also 
could be out there. Remember that the lovely Pan coin that sold in NAC for over 4 
million also didn’t have the remarkable Hermitage pedigree going back to the 1920’s 
until a few days before the auction. It does happen. 


Lot 308: It is a tiny coin at a mere 0.71 g and 8.5mm but it has beautiful larger than life 
imagery. The two lions facing off and below two rams heads. The reverse has a large 
rams head. I love the coin. If it hammers anything like a lot of the fractions did in 
Nomos of late it will be strong. 


Lot 445: Not all cistophoric tetradrachms are created alike. This one from Hadrian is 
stunning. Well centered and complete with everything it should have down to the Von 
Aulock pedigree. 

Lots 450-452: Three of Cleopatra and Mark Antony in this denomination is unheard of 
in your typical mail bid sale. Various levels of wear and quality but still extremely 
impressive. 


Lot 486: Not an uncommon coin but complete and in good condition. The connection to 
the Odyssey on the reverse makes is even more fascinating. 


Lots 494-504: A lovely selection of Muses from the moneyer Q. Pomponius Musa. 
Lot 541: A very inexpensive Ahenobarbus. These normally are very pricey. 


Lot 687: A very scarce obverse style on a coin of Quintillus. It has some pitting and 
areas of porosity but it is still a commanding obverse. 


Lot 725: An attractive semissis of Galla Placidia. I also love the Christogram on the 
reverse. 


Lot 868: A metaphorical gold piece from Frederich, the Strong. The obverse should 
easily convince you of that! 


Subscribe Past Issues Translate v 


TNeSe TOVtea ITEMS Pdla Lor ure CUIOSSCULIT HT ROTM. 


HD Rauch (Vienna) (19-24 September) 

HD Rauch is an established auction house located in Vienna. This sale has several 
thousand coins but only the first few sessions are ancient coins. What I like about Rauch 
is that they have a lot of variety and low estimated coins. Many of the pieces are mid 
level but who cares. Usually for little competition you can get a very nice piece; one that 
you would like have paid dearly for in another more popular sale. This isn’t to say that 
Rauch doesn’t have a faithful following. Some pieces may skyrocket but you’ ll have 
more luck than otherwise in this sale. Get in touch if you need help! 


Upcoming European Trip (October 24 - November 15) 

I’m planning to take a trip to Europe to view and bid live in some Swiss and German 
auctions. I plan to attend the NAC Zirich sale as well as the Kiinker auctions. 
Undoubtedly as time moves forward I will learn about the dates of other sales so stay 
tuned. If you would like to have me view coins in any of these sales please get in touch 
before I leave so I can get a good list together. 


Coin of the Week 


ROMAN IMPERATORIAL Marc Antony struck under Octavian, Southern or Central 
Italy, c. late 40-early 39 BC 

AR Denarius, 3.79g (20mm, 12h). Bare head r.; ANTONIVS upwards to 1., IMP downwards 
to r. / Winged caduceus; CAESAR IMP around below. 


Pedigree: This coin cited in A. Banti and L. Simonetti, Corpus Nummorum Romanorum 
Vol. II (Florence, 1973); ex. Andrew McCabe Collection, collector's tickets included; ex 
Numismatica Ars Classica AG, Auction 100, 29 May 2017, lot 1671; ex Numismatica 
Varesi, Auction 43, 20 April 2004, lot 14 (hammer: EUR 850); ex Kunst und Miinzen, FPL 
4,,1970, lot 117; ex Kunst und Miinzen 3, 6 November 1969, lot 201 (est. CHF 900) 


References: Crawford 529/3; CRI 303; BMCRR Gaul 94; CNR II 38/1 (this coin cited); RSC 
5 


Grade: Obverse well centered and struck, some wear. Reverse slightly o/c, but all details 
visible. Scratches 'X" - Possible graffito. Pleasent iridescent cabinet toning. VF+/EF 


Price: $3,750 


111241 
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Buy Coin 


Mark Antony is historical figure of legendary heights. He has been portrayed in books, 
theatrical productions and modern day film. Undoubtedly he led a remarkable life. He 
was first and foremost a soldier, later he became a politician because of his urge for 
power. He has been cast a passionate lover, as well as a man that abused the goodwill of 
those who loved him. He was married 5 times. The first two history has not been kind to. 
The last three were amazing women without having to have the affiliation with Mark 
Antony. It is well documented the role that his third wife Fulvia played behind the 
scenes. She was politically motivated and was considered to be one of the most powerful 
Roman women. His fourth wife Octavia Minor was the sister of his fellow triumvirate 
Octavian and later nemesis. He married Octavia for for political maneuvering but she 
still bore several children (four) with him. After he left her for Cleopatra VII she 
continued to be there for him and even after Antony and Cleopatra's death she helped 
to raise their remaining children. Cleopatra VII requires no long introduction. She was 
an astounding woman that certainly is given credit for only a small portion of what she 
actually did. 

This coin was struck when Antony and Octavian were still united and working together 
for the good of the Republic. 


Check out coin on my website 


If you are interested in any other coins I have to offer please visit my website: 
shannaschmidt.com 


Until next week! 
Shanna 
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